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government receiving funds under a program
described in paragraph (4), shall discriminate
against an organization that provides assist-
ance under, or applies to provide assistance
under, such program on the basis that the or-
ganization is religious or has a religious
character.

‘‘(2) FUNDS NOT AID TO RELIGION.—Federal,
State, or local government funds or other as-
sistance that is received by a religious orga-
nization for the provision of services under
this section constitutes aid to individuals
and families in need, the ultimate bene-
ficiaries of such services, and not support for
religion or the organization’s religious be-
liefs or practices. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions in this paragraph, title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 USC 2000d et seq.) shall
apply to organizations receiving assistance
funded under any program described in sub-
section (c)(4).

‘‘(3) FUNDS NOT ENDORSEMENT OF RELI-
GION.—The receipt by a religious organiza-
tion of Federal, State, or local government
funds or other assistance under this section
is not an endorsement by the government of
religion or of the organization’s religious be-
liefs or practices.

‘‘(4) PROGRAMS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, a program is described in this para-
graph—

‘‘(A) if it involves activities carried out
using Federal funds—

‘‘(i) related to the prevention and treat-
ment of juvenile delinquency and the im-
provement of the juvenile justice system, in-
cluding programs funded under the Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.);

‘‘(ii) related to the prevention of crime and
assistance to crime victims and offenders’
families, including programs funded under
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3701 et
seq.);

‘‘(iii) related to the provision of assistance
under Federal housing statutes, including
the Community Development Block Grant
Program established under title I of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

‘‘(iv) under subtitle B or D of title I of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C.
2801 et seq.);

‘‘(v) under the Older Americans Act of 1965
(42 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.);

‘‘(vi) related to the intervention in and
prevention of domestic violence, including
programs under the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) or
the Family Violence Prevention and Serv-
ices Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.);

‘‘(vii) related to hunger relief activities; or
‘‘(viii) under the Job Access and Reverse

Commute grant program established under
section 3037 of the Federal Transit Act of
1998 (49 U.S.C. 5309 note); or

‘‘(B)(i) if it involves activities to assist
students in obtaining the recognized equiva-
lents of secondary school diplomas and ac-
tivities relating to nonschool hours pro-
grams, including programs under—

‘‘(I) chapter 3 of subtitle A of title II of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (Public
Law 105–220); or

‘‘(II) part I of title X of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (20 U.S.C. 6301
et seq.); and

‘‘(ii) except as provided in subparagraph
(A) and clause (i), does not include activities
carried out under Federal programs pro-
viding education to children eligible to at-
tend elementary schools or secondary
schools, as defined in section 14101 of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 8801).

‘‘(d) ORGANIZATIONAL CHARACTER AND AU-
TONOMY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A religious organization
that provides assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall have the
right to retain its autonomy from Federal,
State, and local governments, including such
organization’s control over the definition,
development, practice, and expression of its
religious beliefs.

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL SAFEGUARDS.—Neither the
Federal Government, nor a State or local
government with Federal funds, shall require
a religious organization, in order to be eligi-
ble to provide assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4), to—

‘‘(A) alter its form of internal governance
or provisions in its charter documents; or

‘‘(B) remove religious art, icons, scripture,
or other symbols, or to change its name, be-
cause such symbols or names are of a reli-
gious character.

‘‘(e) EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES.—A religious
organization’s exemption provided under sec-
tion 702 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000e-1) regarding employment prac-
tices shall not be affected by its participa-
tion in, or receipt of funds from, programs
described in subsection (c)(4), and any provi-
sion in such programs that is inconsistent
with or would diminish the exercise of an or-
ganization’s autonomy recognized in section
702 or in this section shall have no effect, ex-
cept that no religious organization receiving
funds through a grant or cooperative agree-
ment for programs described in subsection
(c)(4) shall, in expending such funds allo-
cated under such program, discriminate in
employment on the basis of an employee’s
religion, religious belief, or a refusal to hold
a religious belief. Nothing in this section al-
ters the duty of a religious organization to
comply with the nondiscrimination provi-
sions of title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 in the use of funds from programs de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4).

‘‘(f) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in
this section shall alter the duty of a reli-
gious organization receiving assistance or
providing services under any program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) to comply with
the nondiscrimination provisions in title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d
et seq.) (prohibiting discrimination on the
basis of race, color, and national origin),
title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681–1688) (prohibiting dis-
crimination in education programs or activi-
ties on the basis of sex and visual impair-
ment), section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) (prohibiting discrimina-
tion against otherwise qualified disabled in-
dividuals), and the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 6101–6107) (prohibiting dis-
crimination on the basis of age).

‘‘(g) RIGHTS OF BENEFICIARIES OF ASSIST-
ANCE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If an individual de-
scribed in paragraph (3) has an objection to
the religious character of the organization
from which the individual receives, or would
receive, assistance funded under any pro-
gram described in subsection (c)(4), the ap-
propriate Federal, State, or local govern-
mental entity shall provide to such indi-
vidual (if otherwise eligible for such assist-
ance) within a reasonable period of time
after the date of such objection, assistance
that—

‘‘(A) is an alternative that is accessible to
the individual and unobjectionable to the in-
dividual on religious grounds; and

‘‘(B) has a value that is not less than the
value of the assistance that the individual
would have received from such organization.

‘‘(2) NOTICE.—The appropriate Federal,
State, or local governmental entity shall
guarantee that notice is provided to the indi-
viduals described in paragraph (3) of the
rights of such individuals under this section.

‘‘(3) INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An individual
described in this paragraph is an individual
who receives or applies for assistance under
a program described in subsection (c)(4).

‘‘(h) NONDISCRIMINATION AGAINST BENE-
FICIARIES.—

‘‘(1) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.—A religious organization providing
assistance through a grant or cooperative
agreement under a program described in sub-
section (c)(4) shall not discriminate in car-
rying out the program against an individual
described in subsection (g)(3) on the basis of
religion, a religious belief, or a refusal to
hold a religious belief.

‘‘(2) INDIRECT FORMS OF ASSISTANCE.—A re-
ligious organization providing assistance
through a voucher, certificate, or other form
of indirect assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall not deny an
individual described in subsection (g)(3) ad-
mission into such program on the basis of re-
ligion, a religious belief, or a refusal to hold
a religious belief.

‘‘(i) LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS.—
Nothwithstanding anything to the contrary
in this section, nothing in this section pre-
empts or supercedes State or local civil
rights laws.

‘‘(j) ACCOUNTABILITY.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraphs (2) and (3), a religious organiza-
tion providing assistance under any program
described in subsection (c)(4) shall be subject
to the same regulations as other nongovern-
mental organizations to account in accord
with generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples for the use of such funds and its per-
formance of such programs.

‘‘(2) LIMITED AUDIT.—
‘‘(A) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-

MENTS.—A religious organization providing
assistance through a grant or cooperative
agreement under a program described in sub-
section (c)(4) shall segregate government
funds provided under such program into a
separate account or accounts. Only the sepa-
rate accounts consisting of funds from the
government shall be subject to audit by the
government.

‘‘(B) INDIRECT FORMS OF ASSISTANCE.—A re-
ligious organization providing assistance
through a voucher, certificate, or other form
of indirect assistance under a program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) may segregate
government funds provided under such pro-
gram into a separate account or accounts. If
such funds are so segregated, then only the
separate accounts consisting of funds from
the government shall be subject to audit by
the government.

‘‘(3) SELF AUDIT.—A religious organization
providing services under any program de-
scribed in subsection (c)(4) shall conduct an-
nually a self audit for compliance with its
duties under this section and submit a copy
of the self audit to the appropriate Federal,
State, or local government agency, along
with a plan to timely correct variances, if
any, identified in the self audit.

‘‘(k) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF FUNDS; VOLUN-
TARINESS.—No funds provided through a
grant or cooperative agreement to a reli-
gious organization to provide assistance
under any program described in subsection
(c)(4) shall be expended for sectarian instruc-
tion, worship, or proselytization. If the reli-
gious organization offers such an activity, it
shall be voluntary for the individuals receiv-
ing services and offered separate from the
program funded under subsection (c)(4). A
certificate shall be separately signed by reli-
gious organizations, and filed with the gov-
ernment agency that disburses the funds,
certifying that the organization is aware of
and will comply with this subsection. No di-
rect funds shall be provided under subsection
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